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Project name: A Yangtze Story
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Participants: The Yangtze River Cultural Research Communityof the city of Zhangjiagang,
Jiangsu Province, China,
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including all the faculty and students in the sixth grade at the Daxin Central Elementary School
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and other agencies including the Zhangjiagang Maritime Safety Administration, the
Zhangjiangang Museum as well as the city’s Water Resources Science Museum.
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The Yangtze River Cultural Research Community:
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With over a century of rich history, the Daxin Central Elementary School in Zhangjiagang is
situated by the Yangtze River waterfront.
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The school has set up an interdisciplinary study project team, including faculty members from
all disciplines, who join forces with outer school agencies to discuss and implement the curriculum.
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The Zhangjiagang Maritime Safety Administration is responsible for security of waterway
traffic, preventing pollution generated by ships, operating and supervising port activities, as well as
law enforcement.
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The administration can provide professional services for students’ outdoor activities.

SRS YR IRCE “ RIS EWIE 7, Rl RIS R B S, B
TR S kiR



The Yangtze River Culture Museum, a division of the Zhangjiagang Museum, is an important
base of promoting the Yangtze regional culture. It facilitates students’ understanding of the Yangtze
River’s history.

T TR B IEARRE IR L “ NOKAME” N E-, ks 780 1 AR K B, B 58197k i
FAT BT H 1

The Zhangjiagang Water Resources Science Museum increases students’ understandings of
water resources and raises their awareness and responsibility of saving water with its “Human and

Water in Harmony” showcase.
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Duration of project: From September to Decemberof 2019, the project spun from ideation,
design, implementation to showcase.
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During the three months, 280 students from six classes participated in all the activities under
the guidance of 19 teachers and three specialized agencies.
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Background:
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Eversince 2004, Zhangjiagang has, together with 12 provinces, cities and districts, hosted for
16 consecutive years the China (Zhangjiagang) Yangtze Cultural and Art Festival,
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a grand gathering for promoting cultural exchange and economic cooperation between all the
places along the Yangtze River.

WHARARII O], BEAE KIS, R — Dk FE AR RA IR 5T .

It’s every Zhangjianger’s responsibility to delve into the Yangtze civilization and advance the
Yangtze culture.
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As a constructor for Zhangjiagang’s future, how can we engage more peers to learn more about

the Yangtze River culture and our mother river?
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Based on this central question, the Daxin Central Elementary and Middle School led the effort
in establishing the Yangtze River Cultural Research Community with the Zhangjiagang Maritime
Safety Administration, the Zhangjiangang Museum as well as the city’s Water Resources Science
Museum.
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The community is a mission to explore effective ways of advancing Yangtze River Cultural
education in elementary and middle schools, keeping our education up with the development of the
time, integrating curriculum design into social development, and cultivating forward-thinking

citizens for the new era.

CERARILY REEEE
A Yangtze Story Curriculum Implementation
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I. Origin of the theme
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To educate elementary and middle schoolers about the Yangtze River, the traditional way of
lecturing wouldn’t cut it. A monotonous studying mode is unlikely to hold their attention.
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As a result, the community leaders reached a decision: to design the curriculum around an
experimentary task, building a Yangtze Culture Museum for Children.
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Every child taking a part in the project is a designer of the museum, and they will further their

study of the Yangtze River culture over the course of designing the museum.
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The museum model, for instance, is a product of this interdisciplinary curriculum.
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I1. Design of curriculum content
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The goal of interdisciplinary studies is to fill in the gap between knowledge from school and
real life experience for elementary schoolers.
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It helps them convert what they learn in class to what they can use in real life, and equip them
with the essential skills of the 21 century.
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The activities of the project need to be based on the characteristics of students’ cognitive
ability and knowledge reserve, otherwise the experiment will be limited to superficiality.
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Consequently, we have rounded up teachers of different subjects to form the mentoring team,
and design the roadmap for subject-specific knowledge that A Yangtze Story imparts, in accordance

with the national curriculum standards for multiple subjects.
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The Yangtze Hymn Poetry Appreciation
The Yangtze River Dance \\ { Good Reads about the Yangtze
\ Introducing my Hometown

The Yangtze, My Home }

Shape and Structure of Bridges Poster for the Museum

Biological Di it Art of My H t
iological Diversity \@J A Yangtze Story ( of My Hometown
Water Cycle I i \

Futuristic Architecture that | Designed

On-site Visit to the Yangtze River . Data Collection

Literature Review \ >, : Making Data Visualizations
i _», Mathematics
Drawing a Blueprint for the Team |

Writing Research Report

Knowledge Roadmap for 4 Yangtze Story
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Activity-based interdisciplinary studies must listen to students, and integrate their advice and
interests into the design, so as to stimulate their willingness to participate.
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The team of teachers surveyed students about “how much do you know about the Yangtze
River”, and then sorted the answers to nearly 200 questions that came back into categories.
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Three sub-projects were then developed: The beauty of the Yangtze, The meandering Yangtze,
The water of the Yangtze.
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Eachcourse goal of the sub-project is closely interconnected with students’ life, and shows the
integral application of interdisciplinary knowledge.
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The future Yangtze Culture Museum for Children will have three venues corresponding to the

three sub-projects. All the products spun out from the sub-project will be part of the showcase at
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each venue.
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Popular Science Theatrical Play
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Debate ) { The Water of the Yangtze | The Yangtze Culture )’ Cultural and Creative Art S

Development vs. conservation

Museum
for Children

On-site visit - Rendering Water Maps
Researching Folk Culture in the Yangtze
The meandering Yangtze H Engineering - Crefing Bridge Model
Designing the Yangtze River Greenway

Blueprint of the Yangtze Culture Museum for Children

Maker Space
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A. The beauty of the Yangtze
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Chinese Ability to Organize Activities

{ Artistic Expressiveness
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[ The beauty of the Yangtze ]
I'm the curator of The beauty of

Appreciating Artworks and Design Your Own
Lavi P 4 Make Them Prett the Yangtze venue
aying out ages and lVaxe Wnem Fretty ‘ Core Knowledge Modules ] How can we let audience feel
Organizing and Rehearsing for Events . - the beauty of the river?
Driving Question
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The sub-project The beauty of the Yangtze put students into the roles of curators and think
about how to make viewers feel the beauty of the Yangtze?

A XHE . FARMRAERFIRM ARG, 5l Al fik. R &2

1
AH >



The project-based integration of Chinese, music and art subjects led students to read and
appreciate all formats of creative cultural products,

PAE R 3R DLAR & RIS 4 i R T SR BRI SER R 22 ST R

and demonstrate what they had learned with music, poems and drawings, or in the form of
theater plays and art showcase.
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The student work absorbed knowledge from Chinese, music and arts. Byinvolving in the
activities, students acquired better liberal arts intake.
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B. The meandering Yangtze
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[ The meandering Yangtze ] I'm the curator of The
Application and Calculation of Scale meandering Yangtze venue
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On-site Visits for Preparation and Implementation Yangtze both in a geographical
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The sub-project The meandering Yangtze posts this question to students: as curators,
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how will they help the audience discover the length of the Yangtze River in a historical and no

less in a geographical sense, which spans across time and flows relentlessly?
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The Yangtze River rises in the Tangula Mountains and runs towards the East China Sea, and
connects the past to the future.
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The meandering Yangtze team takes us on the expedition to discover the length of the
Yangtze River by visiting sites, interviewing people, researching, calculating, sketching and

modeling.
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It contextualizes the length of the meandering Yangtze geographically and historically in a
straightforward way, and show more people about it.
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C. The Water of the Yangtze
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l The water of the Yangtze l
I'm the curator of The water of

the Yangtze venue.

Hosting and Organizing a Debate

Sewage Processing Procedures How canwe let-audiente khiow
On-site Visits for Preparation { Core Knowledge Modules ‘ the merits of water?
and Implementation riving Question
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The sub-project The water of the Yangtze is a guide for students’ independent thinking as
curators:
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What’s the degree of water pollution in the Yangtze? How can we know? How to conduct

water testing? What can we do about it?
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The water of the Yangtze project team examined the effect of human activities on the
Yangtze River basin through debates, experiments, surveys etc.
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These activities strengthened students’ love for the Yangtze and heightened their affection for
the mother river and willingness to protect it.
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I11. Implementation
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Revealing Sub-Projects Going on Simultaneously
Inter-Class Grouping by Projects Cross-Class Participation
Thematic Reading Comprehensive Practice
A Yangtze Story { Keynote Lecture }={ Group Lecture }={ Activities in Groups H Work Showcase
Experts Lecturing Artwork Display
Family Committee Meeting | Live Report

Parents' Participation

A Yangtze Story Curriculum implementation flowchart
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A. Lectures and group work
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The project kicked off with a keynote lecture with all the six-graders involved.

CRILZK” “KITZ3E” “KILZ/K” ZAFI0H R 20M 7 5 00 H 15 )
WAEFIUEAESS, 24 H FHEG S H 200 FH & 174,

The team leaders of the three sub-projects, The beauty of the Yangtze, The meandering Yangtze
and The water of the Yangtze each elaborated on the subject content and tasks, and students chose to
participate in taking each sub-project’s questionnaire.
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After teachers tallied up and coordinated each sub-project’s participants, the rosters were

finalized and released.
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(JF# K ¥R Keynote Lecture)
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B. Clarifying tasks and dividing into groups
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The school’s Office of Academic Affairs designated the two classes on Friday afternoons as

the curriculum activity period.
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Students mingled as a whole and report on locations of the sub-projects that they belong to.
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Each sub-project’s team had teachers from a least four different subjects, and taught their
specializations according to the tasks of each team.
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1. The beauty of the Yangtze
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Firstly, students designed an artwork showcase around the theme of the beauty of the Yangtze.
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For starters, they studied the various forms of literature and art, and then chose a certain form
to dive into according to their preference.
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Students and teachers learned and created together, but students collected, organized, designed,
laid out and decorated the artworks by themselves. This practice improved students’ organization,

management and cooperation abilities.

A B B
Teachers and students creating work together
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(fEih 8 Artwork showcase)
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Secondly, students performed a theatrical play revolving around The beauty of the Yangtze.
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Instructed by Chinese and music teachers, the students chose the content to recite, and
complemented it with background music, choreographed and arranged for costumes and props.
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The show was presented at the end of the showcase.

(%4 H EHEZ Students rehearsing the play)
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2. The meandering Yangtze
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Firstly, they built a “Yangtze Bridge” model.
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With the instructions from math and science teachers, students learned about the shape and
structure of the bridge,
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and learned to use simple machines, to do calculations and made blueprint with scale, and

build model bridges.
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Look! Students are absorbed in making their model bridges!

(2 H1]/E Model Bridge Making)
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Students also tried their hands on different materials for the model.

——

CEAETEMAWr A Students making paper model bridges)



(MFtE i Shocase of model bridges)
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Secondly, The meandering Yangtze team organized multiple trips to learn more about the
ecological environment, transportation facilities and proposed their suggestions for the future

development of the Yangtze.

(M BKIL KM Visting the Hutong Yangtze River Bridge)



(KPS R 5 KR A4 TAE N R 3E1T U514 Interviews with staff members stationed at the

bridge office from the Administration of the Maritime Safety Administration)

(S W5k FHETT R TE Visiting the Zhangjiagang Customs Museum)



(ST SO Y TE Students visiting the Yangtze River Culture Museum)
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After visits, students wrote about their thoughts and propose questions that they wished to

know more about under the guidance of teachers, compared notes and sharedexperience.
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Thirdly, after carefully organizing and sifting through the materials they collected, students
compiled the 4 Yangtze Story illustration book.
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The story conception and illustration is the culmination of students’ input and hard work.
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CEAERMERIER 43224 Some illustration books created by students)
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3. The water of the Yangtze
— B HOK BRI R 5047 A SO, A ZUT R — e FR OF R SRR D .
Firstly, students looked into the status quo of water resources development and conservation,

and engaged in a debate on the pros and cons of development.



(122837 The debate on the conservation and development of Yangtze)
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Secondly, students visited the local Water Resources Science Museum and waterworks to

understand the local water and environmental conditions.

(MK FZPREHETE Visiting the Water Resources Science Museum)



(S WKIELRY X A EEPY /K ) Students visiting the water conservation area and the
local Fourth Water Facility)
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Thirdly, students investigated the regional ecological environment by stratified sampling water
and compared water quality results.
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In such a way, students grew their understanding of sources of water pollution and the water

conservation conditions.
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After researching the conditions of local water resources and the testing the local water
environment, students were determined to be environmental guardians, and play an active role in

trash sorting organized by communities and schools.
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(A St X 873 5r 2575 3)) Students participating in trash-sorting activities)
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Finally, what will the future Yangtze be like? Students unleashed their imagination and
designed the super project on the Yangtze envisioning future river in their eyes in the future based

on the blueprint for regional development.

CEAETEBT “/KJEKFEE” Students designing the underwater tunnels )



CEAEGMER “RKKIL” FEZ K Students envisioning the future of the Yangtze )
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C. Setting up the Yangtze Culture Museum for Children
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After three months of studying and interdisciplinary collaboration, A Yangtze Story was
coming to an end.
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The most exciting time comes with curators of the three sub-projects formed teams and laid

out the works for the showcase at the venue.
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Handmade posters, drawings envisioning the Yangtze’s future, illustration books and visit
reports, debates, plays, bridge models and old antiques exhibition abound.
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Each of these various forms of unique creations show the accomplishment and growth of
children in this project. Learning takes place everywhere in the process of collaboration,

communication,
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and creation Team cooperation, experiment, organization and expression openeda new window
for students to embrace the future and take on challenges with immense potential.
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D. Evaluation and Review
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The question-driven and task-based interdisciplinary study does not set the singular goal of
obtaining knowledge, but rather, how to use knowledge in problem-solving.
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Experiments show that it’s more appropriate to adopt the method of descriptive evaluation of
their performance.
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Performative evaluation suggests providing a prompt of contextfor students, and observe how
they fare and achieve in actual tasks.
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There are many ways to conduct performative evaluations,including speeches, debates,
performances, experiments, research, observations and creations of art work showcases, and so on.
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A Yangtze Story study evaluation form
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Quality
Excellent Good Fair
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Strong curiosity and eagerness
to learn. Ability to ask questions

they are interested in.
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Active listening to others and
ability to communicate with

emphasis, organization and




clarity.
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Ability to conceive a
comprehensive plan to solve

problems
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Ability to present processed
information in various formats
and find evidence to back up

their research
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Ability to design, craft or
modify handmade products or

artwork according to needs
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Ability to form study groups

with clear division of labor
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Comments from teachers and

parents




